Jap Fleet Mauled
In Solomons Battle |
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Believe Action Between Light Surface Vessels
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L ing on the Solomons campaign, Force to checkmate the oflensive

The impression prevalied rath- by fresh raids on Australia, New
er that it w an action between | [ Guinea and our Solomons hold-|
! fairly * Light surface forces of } | Ings have been broken up. .
eruisers and destroyers. Whether | |  Defeat of the Japanese naval]

bombing planes participaied was
nnt knowr,
U, 8. Destrover Sunk

| forces left imperiled the most im- |
| mediale objective of the Solomons |
‘[npelatmns—the enemy air base of!
ik { Munda on New Georgia.
A Nayy commimnigue said that e R - Ce
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was sufferod by the United States 2}“!21 g:tiflem,‘i,hgl%‘t Sbet{é’i[‘i_ot_t;:
| foree, considerable damage was f‘ x AR T
inflicted on the enemy.” Strong was lost during that action.
{lict n the onemy. : : ‘
At the same time the Navy an-| | . Bdo}v it, the remg)rcgg rf\mg;:
nownced that the United Siates I:f“f‘ e ety enﬁ i
destroyer Strong was {orpedoed | d‘i‘;‘\ ST ‘étg‘él‘?;
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and sunk Sunday night while en I American forces at Viru halbnr'
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gaged in a previously announced N T T A P
having consolidated positions!
there. |
lations at Vila and: Bairoke on The latest communique said; l
Kula Gulf ,which lies belween “Preliminary dispatches report |
New Georgia Island and olom- || that our naval surface units inter- |
bangara Island in the Munda air ||| cepted an enemy force of cruisers
bage area, and destroyers in the Kula Gulf
The naval engagement, first i i :
announced Monday night, fol-
lowed that bombardment. “Details are not yet available
The 2,100-ton destroyer Strong,} | and a final assessment cannot be
C"mml‘ﬂ‘?“'?d only last year, caz~ made but it is indicated that six
riett @ normal  compiement  of | | enemy ships probably were sunk
abpul Z50 men. She was an éx-| |and four damaged.
ceptlonally large vessel, being in “We lost one cruiser,
fthe  destroyer Ileader class. She “One damaged enemy destroyer,
was copunanded by Commender |! | beached near Sambera Harbor,
Jospoh  Havold Wellings, of Easl | | was attackec by our medium dive
‘Boston, ‘Mass, Whelher he sur- | bombers which scored seven direct
wvived. was not TLDG‘{L‘J nor wWas hits with sﬂﬂ_pound homb& re-
.IET;} estimate given of me loss ol || | sulting in violent explosions and
e fires.”

bombardment aof Japanese instal-

| engagement.

More Battles Seen
| The best information obiamable
“here is that the action is now over
but that similar hat and run af-|
daire can be expected in the {efure!
| to deveiop ih the central Solomoens)
| =L a3 they dids avolind Guadal-
canal in the sauthsastern end of
b the yslond ghein last fall and win-
| ter, Sooner or later it is inevita-
ble that lapger end Jarger forces
Al Bocome -engaged in these se-
P Uone . until gt last a2 waval battle
of major  imporfance - resuls,
Whether thiz may come about in
the cehtral Suiornﬂm more quick-
‘b than it did around Gluadaleanal
was & subject of considerable spec~
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ulation here since the current of-
fensive seems to be developing at
a much more rapid pace,

With the loss of the Strong, fol-
lowing by about five days the tor-
pedo-sinking of the troop trans-
port McCawley in the Rendova
Island area, the United States Navy
has invested a total of about 40
ships in the Solomon Islands’ cam-
paign, which began last August 7
and wen{ into a new phase with
the invasion of the Munda area
June 30, |,

The Japanese, on the other hand,
have lost around 65 to 80 ships,
some of those reported as hit hav-
ing been listed as only probably
sunk. Thus' the enemy’s loss ratio
is about two to one gomparison
Al with American ship casualties.

What the figures will«be in the
latest action in Kula Gulf remain
to be seen, but it was expected
that the proportions of the Ameri-
can victory probably would be
substantial in relation to the size of
the enemy units involved.

U. S. Warshins and Fliers
ISet Jap Bases Aflame

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN
AUSTRALIA, July 6—(F)—The
Solomong area of the Pacific of-
{encsive ilamed with continued ac-
tion both on the sea, where
American warships daringly
moved into Kula Gulf, and in the
air over newly seized Rendova

Island, " the High Command re-
ported Tuesday.

Fires at lhe enemy air base of
Vila, Kilomangara Island, on the
west side of Kula Gulf, and at
Bairokoe Anchorage, New Georgia,
on the east side, were set both
by the shells of .the warships and
bombs dropped by Mitchell me-
dium bombers the night of July
4 and in the predawn of July 5.
Later, dive-bombers d ropped
1,000-pound bombs on Bairoko,
which is above the menaced en-
emy air base of Munda, also in
New Georgia.

Over Rendova, which is with-
in artillery shelling distance of
Munda, the Japanese sent 40 Zeros
Monday in a continued effort to
balk expansion of American ac-
tion in that sector. Outnumbered
United States fighter planes shot
down two of the Zeros and dis-
persed the remainder while los-
ing one plane, the pilot of which
was saved. The "Japanese now
have lost 157 planes over Ren-
dova in almost daily sky fights
since the island was invaded
June 30.

At the other end of the T00-
mile arc at Salamaua, New Gli=
nea, the only action reported was
bombardment of the Salamatua
Airdrome and air atfacks on en-
emy positions beltween Salamaua
and the Nassau Bay area, 12 miles
down the coast, where Americans
landed last Wednesday,
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