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Aboard a United States War-
#he Pacific, July 1.—(De-|

&hip 1n
: [
be- | §

laved.)—Close co-ordination
W..'ocn sea, land and air forces
resulted today in the occupation
of two stratlegic islands between
the Solomon

New Guinea

The one nearest INE
other is Woodlarsk

Guinea

Kiriwana; the

_Japs Suffer Heavy Damage.
fil  Tha Navy did pot give the ex-§
| act enient’ of damage to either
Wltside, bul made it entirely clear
#li that the Japanese suffered much ¥
|| heavier losses than the well=]

equipped, hard-hitting squadrons |
8| of Adm, William F. Halsey's §

YANKS INFLICT
HEAVY DAMAGE |z v s
IN SER BATTLE | ity mom §

Heroes of Helena Blink, -
Wonder and Live Again

BY B, J. M'QUAID, {0 a raft loaded with others for
EPECIAL RADIO four hours. The raft was so over-

News Forelgn Service. 7 2!
?g;nrcmicﬂ?::%zuémcz:u Dnllsrgl?ewe. Inc.] loaded 1ha‘!.‘ it floated submerged.

Aboard a U.S, Cruiser in al| “It was an effort to keep the
Solomon Islands Port, July 6.—|head above the water,” Barker
{Delayed.)—The flaming hell of said. “0il choked us, Huge waves
the Battle of Kula Gulf had many [ were breaking over the raft. It
dramatic moments, but none more | seemed we had been there for
terribly moving than the sight of | days, Finally, I did not care any
the survivors of the U.S. cruiser |more. I thought, ‘What the heck,’
Helena as they arrived in this|and was trying to decide whether
harbor, after their ship had been|tp fight any more. Then a boat
shot from under them, came up and someone lifted me up
T was on the cruiser that re-|bodily, and hauled me in."”

i destroyers| “Those rescuing destroyers did
CEB AR e (R0 ey a job probably unmatched in this

Navy Wins Victory Over
Japs in Gulf of Kula

(Continued from 1st page.) |wise was not indicated but spec- |
o ———— |ulation on that point was that
The Japanese apparently were un- g
willing to press home the attack 5 ; "xmc'-r;c:an
Yesterday's battle report £ St
| the Navy gave no clues as 1o st
relative sizes of the force: e T
volved in the Kula Gulf fight s
cept that it stated specific q -m-j e
that the action occurred with -m_' e
the limits of the gulf. This bo i Baitoe
of water is only about five for ‘supplies
wide at its mouth and half a mile | .
8l or <o wide at its head and not |~
- 1!1'!0"0 than 15 miles long. Thus, | .
while it is very deep, it does nat ;
offer an area suitable for -the
maneuvering of large warships
Speculation therefore was
the forces involved were e
tively small, perhaps destroyer- s
cruiser groups and that the ad-)..
vantage lay with the side which |
got in the first licks with the
most accurate shooting. 0
How the fight developed like- |

ing, a U.S. surface task force en- §
8| gaged Japanese surface unifs in §
® | Kula Gulf off New Georgia Is- ¥
land (between New Georgia and 3
Kolombangara). Sufficent details '§
have not been received {o give
the results of this engagement, |
® | but it is believed that, while some #
|| damage was suffered by the US. 8
i | force, considerable damage was
inflicted on the enemy.” .

The communique also announced |
the loss of the 2,100-ton U.S. de- &
stroyer Strong, a ship commis- §
sioned less than a year ago and 3
having a normal complement of |
|| about 250 officers and men. Un-
der the command of Cmdr. Jo-
seph Harold Wellings of East 3
Boston, Mass,, the Sirong was §
tarpedoed and sunk Sunday night §

| Destroyer Strong Lost §
as Enemy Is Routed in
Gulf of Kula.

roko were un-
American
v night when
Prior to that,
1t, a raiding Jap-
rece had shelled
ndova Island
ut had re-
an ships re-
Thus both
active im this
rfare, characteris-
land fighting.
‘ ge so far lies with
| the American forces, whose rec-
lord of past actions in the Solo-
| mons shows a score of about two
{to one over Japanese naval units
| and a far greater margin of suc-
| casses nver enemy aerial units.
| Since the time that the Solo-
|mon Islands were first invaded

Washington, July 7. — (®) — §
. : ; Straight-shooting United States
which had picked them up after{ - & 30" ontinued. “Three times, naval forces, supporting the Sol-
Jap shells had blasted the Helena. | ¢ hal{-hour intervals, they had to omons Islands front in the South |
1 listened while the sailors from| ophandon iheir rescue work and | Pacific offensive, apparently have
our other vessels gave a cheer|steam off fo fight off attacks by M <cored a signal victoty over Jap- |
for the herpic, exhausted men, |Jap warships, s el nita e the batilo ot
hundreds of them, all huddled Sink Two Other Ships. K.ula Gulf, the Navy disclosed 8| while engaged with other Ameri- |
topside in the rescuing vessel. “They s;né{ an old Jap ID‘}JI'- yesterday g #1| can ships 1}; the bOﬂ;\EJaI‘dfgﬁﬂtg?f E
Tic ighti love to|piper, probably a cruiser, a Jap 22 ; : 8| enemy positions on New Georgia §
ch?geafognl i]}:igtamgeggnmgm do Iéei‘.troy%r or )light cruiser, and The triumph is expected to 150~ 8| Island. The fate of the skipper 3
it often, But this homage, almost | damaged an enemy light cruiser lafe still further the embattled §|| was not reported and, in fact,
but not guite a battle cry, was |so badly she was glad fo limp off Japanese garrisons in the Munda ll}e Navy disclosed that nmext of &
the most moving 1 have ever|znd go back home, But all this airbase area of the central Solo- L[ kin of the casualties had not been &
heard {from the ihroats of our|meant cruel prolongation of the mons, but there is no indication Jf|otified but would be ‘“as soon |
boys. It was spontaneous homage | agony and suspense endured by el heholiont oas dec civais A= possible.” ‘
to a battle-tested, valorous fellow | the men in the water." this respect and the Japanese @ Bombers Strike Islands.
crew, which could not respond in| Daylight broke before the res- On Monday evening, American

. o i i ; |1act Auncust 1ib e
s cuers deparied from the scene. Be- thay ;tu get a few supplies @iy o tor bombers struck at Jap- |last Aug st m% Ut“’,tr‘fd h'Statc.;
Men Can Only Smile. fore leaving they put over most of rough to such port villages as anese installations on Ballale Is- .1'\‘;7\',': 138§ "‘:’_ apout 20 SIS O
| 211 types among the islands, while

Vila, across Kula Gulf from §
Munda.

The American viclory, how-
ever, reduced io some, extent at|
least the number of ships which
| the enemy has immediately avail-
able for bombarding American
shore positions or for intercepi-
ing American surface vessels as-
signed to bombartl Japanese de-
TOTIEDS, e g & ik 2

l/1and, in the Shortland Island area §
8liof the northwestern Solomons, §
and started five fires. Signifi- |
cantly the Navy reported that |
about 12 Zero fighters iried 1o |
intercept, but were driven off and
no ‘American planes were lost. 8

(Continued on page 4, column 2.)

Jammed in tightly packed |their whaleboats to complete the
groups around the rescuing de- job of picking up survivors and fo
stfoyers’ superstructure, men of |iry to get them to share.
the U.S.S. Helena simply raised T thought of the Helena's heroes
their eves to our main deck and |and trembled with our own “plack
smiled wanly. That was all they | gang” as they trooped from below
could do. decks immediately after batile,

They did not seem to care|The sirain and tension of their ex-
where they were or where they |perience showed in their wornm
had been or what would happen | flushed, dripping faces. 1t is hot
next, Rimmed by black hollows, enough an}'w‘here below decks in

,,,,,,, TR 1 5 T RO & PSSR . R

| the Japanese have lost 65 to 77,
]mc latter figure including about
{:1 dozen officially reported as
|
1

“probably sunk.”
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] . ant, wl
lessly to the deck, not even [trol part on the
botheris E 10 eek shade | . 2

. Ved Oor SO0 ago fll_-
of turrets and guns. There was 12

little our lads could do for them profession) 100}
.Ai'}-‘l\E'("-f-'\-flkl'l_'dl\",'lll'\ needed | v, hful when I
rest, baths, changes of clo |,_EL. dinner tal
all of which they would g in !hc said that tl
due course him 10 years and, temporar :
Two Desiroyers Full, looked it. i
There were two destroyers full Looking at the survivors, re- |
of them and they came alongside | membering the app ] l
the cruiser as we lay to in i“‘"|

stream. One execcutive offj

decks of people a

rected preparatiol Lo recelve | ap) of h MPpOossit
them [ t e the folks at he
chauncey Moore “.‘[‘I'L— ( ine | S and
In¢ ANt y ), plump : es the irontline combat-
=hai ed annle-chi ed
1. He looked like pro
small - merchant
with this dawn’s ba Vi
g hll"’il"-l'\ 1¢N ind
prowling mission thi hip |
macde the nig fore that, nc
of her personnel had had more
than a coupie ol hou

four days. I doubt if
changed his cl
of time. Yet, we noticet
fast, that he seemed th

5100
iNad Lthe least tiEu all
Now, as the small vessel broac
Lis to port \'.‘-ml_- was bri
movil P and down he d
secing that all w n readine

Our gun and other top
crews W Nng 1ihe Do
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Qur own 1ds Welre more
merely 1101 =) 8] ¥ p
in thel faces which were
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over the water
Torpedoes Got Helena,
room later
Helena officers
talki ] rs, 1 began for
first time to get i
D cture ol Lhe S S
had been hit by torpedoes
questionably the H
her own death by {
she wrought upon
had been in more a
other cruiser down here, and
was a tough, hard-hitting, straig
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T.¢ George N. Barker. 25



